
Heritage, a fruitful material for future generations

Artists have always had the power 
to transform our perception of 
time. While notions of heritage 
and legacy are commonly 
associated with issues of 
preservation and conservation, 
they help us to weave together the 
past, the present and the future. 
On the African continent, there 
is a mode of artistic expression 
that consists of rewriting the past 
through the invention of future 
scenarios. Cameroonian filmmaker 
and producer Jean-Pierre Bekolo 

is one of the spearheads of this 
aesthetic movement called Afro-
futurism, according to which the 
future can only be built through 
the repair of forgotten memories. 
“If you don’t know where you 
come from, how will you know 
where you are going?” asks one 
of the characters in Aristotle’s Plot, 
one of his many films committed 
to a free and emancipated auteur 
cinema. In 2020, his production 
company, Zili, launched an 
ambitious writing residency 

In the fields of music, film, storytelling or design, innovative 
projects in several African countries encourage the younger 
generation to build on the existing and past cultural base to 
build the future.
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programme for the adaptation 
of African novels to the screen 
entitled Scripto Sensa. This film 
adaptation project is based on the 
observation that everywhere else, 
good literary stories make good 
films. Why shouldn’t there be 
quality cinema inspired by African 
literature? 

Other cultural projects, initiated 
in several African countries and 
in fields other than cinema, are 
based on the same approach of 
renewing our view of the existing 
heritage. In Senegal, the famous 
rapper and producer Didier Awadi 
is carrying out a similar project 
in the music sector, reviving the 
memory of the icons of African 
musical culture in his prime-time 
television programme Sargal 
Africa. Through this tribute to 
the great voices of the continent, 
Awadi hopes to bring more 
than a musical culture to young 
people: a lesson in life. In Kenya, 
technological innovation has come 
to the rescue of a disappearing 
heritage by capturing traditional 

music in eight remote regions 
of the country. These recordings 
invite the younger generation 
to discover, but above all to 
grasp the richness and diversity 
of a heritage that is becoming 
extinct. Also, in relation to the 
digitisation of sound, in Côte 
d’Ivoire, “Afrique en Conte” 
– the participatory project for 
the production of audio books – 
promotes the discovery of tales 
from the West African heritage 
while strengthening the power of 
expression of the youngest. 

Each of these projects, 
supported by the ACP-EU 
Culture Programme, promotes 
the revival of past narratives or 
the transformation of existing 
ones as an inspiration for future 
generations. 

Scripto Sensa: Adapting African 
novels to film

For Cameroonian filmmaker and 
producer Jean-Pierre Bekolo, there 
is no doubt that the continent 
has a heritage to nurture - the 

art of storytelling. Scripto Sensa, 
his writing programme - based 
on the adaptation of novels to 
the screen - aims to strengthen 
this art of African storytelling 
with well-crafted stories drawn 
from African literature. “I asked 
myself why African cinema was 
not inspired by African literature, 
which has nevertheless managed 
to rise to the highest level, with 
authors whose works have won 
awards throughout the world,” 
explains Bekolo, whose project is 
supported by the French Institute 
and, since 2022, by the ACP-EU 
Culture programme “Creating in 
Central Africa” (CAC). 

The reappropriation of narratives 
is at the heart of the filmmaker’s 
work, who is trying to get 
the continent out of a certain 
determinism of which it is too 
often a victim, according to him. 
This involves deconstructing 
stereotypes and “writing African 
stories that interest Africans”. 
Scripto Sensa started with the 
establishment of a literary club 

Scripto Sensa : Participant in a writing residency
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true story, and the main role will 
be played by Amina Poulloh, a 
famous singer of Fulani genealogy 
nicknamed the Queen of the 
Sahel, who comes from the far 
north of Cameroon, like the author 
of the book.   

* Read the interview with Jean 
Pierre Bekolo, filmmaker and 
producer, founder of the Scripto 
Sensa programme.

* Website : https://scriptosensa.
org/

Sargal Africa: Paying tribute to the 
masters of music

“We must not forget where we 
come from”. This message from 
Didier Awadi, famous Senegalese 
rapper and founder of the 
audiovisual production company 
Studio Sankara, sums up the 
essence of his programme – Sargal 
Africa, produced in partnership 
with the French Institute in Dakar 
– which revisits the classics of 
Senegalese and African musical 
heritage. 

Broadcast on prime-time 
television on Saturday nights, this 
programme pays tribute to the 
great figures of Senegalese and 
African musical culture. Among 
them, the singer and guitarist 
Baaba Maal, standard-bearer of 
the Peul culture, or Bembeya Jazz, 
the mythical Guinean orchestra 
during the revolution. Other icons 
are among the guests, such as 
Rudy Gomis, to whom we owe 
Afro-Cuban music classics, or 
Ismaël Lo, whose song Jammu 
Africa has become an anthem on 
the continent. “All of them have 
had an influence on our cultures,” 
Awadi admits. “I didn’t want this 
heritage to disappear. Some of the 
great masters have gone without 
being paid tribute to. I thought it 
was important to invite these living 
voices to the set, to say thank you 
and share a moment of music with 
them,” he continues. 

To refresh this still vivid memory 
in the minds of all West Africans, 
the rap star had the good 

which promoted some forty 
books from which directors and 
scriptwriters were invited to 
choose the one they would like to 
see adapted for the screen. The 
adaptation work was then carried 
out with the help of an expert, 
during a nine-month writing 
residency. The symbolic time of a 
gestation period. 

At the end of two residencies, 
almost forty scripts have been 
finalised and are ready to be 
brought to the screen in the 
coming years. A film directed by 
Thierry Ntamack is about to be 
released: Walaandé, the Art of 
Sharing a Husband – best-selling 
novel by the militant and feminist 
writer of Peul origin and author of 
Impatientes (Prix Goncourt 2020 
des lycéens), Djaïli Amadou Amal. 
Published in 2020, Walaandé 
denounces social injustices linked 
to traditions and religion in a real-
life tone. On social networks, one 
can already see the craze that 
this film is generating. It tells a 

Afrique en Conte
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idea of calling on the young 
contemporary scene to reinterpret 
live one of his hits. “The music of 
the elders lives on through a new 
generation of musicians, singers 
and rappers. Each one, with his 
or her own style and influences, 
enriches the work of the group to 
produce a result that is completely 
different from the initial piece,” he 
explains. By reactivating the past 
to the glory of the elders, Awadi 
- whose mother is Cape Verdean 
and whose father is Beninese - 
advocates cultural mixing and links 
between generations. 

Transmission is at the heart of 
the project. “I wanted to make 
the young people aware of the 
universality of the messages of 
the founding fathers, beyond 
their music. They took paths that 
other generations will follow. We 
are not asking young people to 
sing like the elders, but we are 
telling them that it is possible to 
draw on this repertoire and to take 

hold of this memory so as not to 
betray the heritage that has been 
passed on to us. A great admirer 
of the fathers of independence, 
Awadi is not at his first awareness-
raising operation. In his album 
“Présidents d’Afrique”, he set 
to music the speeches of the 
continent’s great politicians. And it 
is of course no coincidence that he 
named his company after his hero, 
Captain Thomas Sankara, whose 
motto he made his own: “Love 
your country, dare, and invent the 
future”. 

SampleBar Kenya: Preserving 
endangered traditional sounds  

In a contemporary world 
dominated by images, sound 
was beginning to struggle to 
make itself heard. But thanks to 
technological advances and new 
broadcasting platforms, it has 
become an essential vector of 
cultural transmission. Recently, 
an ingenious technological tool 

has made little-known and often 
endangered Kenyan traditional 
music accessible to the world’s 
ears. The ongoing project is the 
result of a partnership between 
Bomas of Kenya, a cultural 
centre under the Kenyan State 
Department for Culture and 
Heritage, and Libido Music, an 
innovative Swedish company. 

To carry out this ambitious 
collection of the melodies and 
sounds that form Kenya’s cultural 
identity, a team of technicians 
planned to travel to eight regions 
of the country – the central and 
coastal regions, the eastern and 
north-eastern regions, Nyanza, the 
Rift Valley, western Kenya and the 
city of Nairobi.

This will result in the development 
of a permanently accessible 
facility at the Bomas of Kenya 
Cultural Centre in Nairobi, called 
SampleBar Kenya. It will consist 
of eight ethnomusicological 
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installations - eight free listening 
music tables available to the 
public. Simple and elegant in 
appearance, the tables contain 
sophisticated software that 
digitally samples the sounds of 
various ethnic cultures. By adding, 
moving, or dragging pieces of 
wood - with a QR code - on the 
table, anyone can create their own 
musical score in an intuitive way. 

This user-friendly interface will 
open up new possibilities for 
interaction, both for sound 
engineers and music professionals 
and for novices and families. Music 
lovers, teachers and parents will 
also be able to use it to introduce 
youngsters to the diversity and 
richness of Kenyan music.

These installations will be 
complemented by a series 
of playful devices and video 
extracts illustrating the backstage 
adventure with the musicians in 
concert on the field.

The initiative, supported by the 
ACP-EU Culture Programme 
in East Africa – Ignite Culture, 
seeks not only to promote a 
little-known heritage to a wide 
audience, but also to work towards 
ensuring that these unheard 
sounds gradually permeate 
contemporary musical creation. 
“Young people sometimes have a 
negative perception of traditional 
music,” notes the Bomas of Kenya 
project manager. “We hope the 
project will encourage young 
Kenyans to incorporate elements 
of traditional music into their 
contemporary creations. Beyond 
its function of archiving, preserving 
and promoting Kenya’s musical 
heritage, SampleBar Kenya invites 
the younger generation to take 
hold of its heritage to keep it alive 
and to enrich it with new genres. 

Afrique en conte: giving voice to 
stories from West African heritage

An ingenious initiative, also 
linked to the recording of sounds, 
has emerged in Côte d’Ivoire. 
This time, it is not a question 
of encapsulating music, but 
of bringing to the attention of 
as many people as possible 
contemporary African tales that 
are part of the cultural heritage of 
the Ivory Coast and, more broadly, 
of West Africa. 

L’Afrique en conte aims to produce 
a catalogue of programmes, audio 
dramas and podcasts for libraries, 
schools, cultural centres and radio 
stations in Côte d’Ivoire, with 
the possibility of extending it to 
West Africa and beyond, to other 
countries in the French-speaking 
world. It was developed by the 
sound creation collective Making 
Waves and the local association 
Des livres pour tous, run by 
librarians and bibliophiles.

The principle is as follows: stories 
are read by children, storytellers, 
teachers, or actors - in French 
and local languages - and then 
adapted into audio books, thanks 
to Radiobox, a portable and easy-
to-use radio studio. This nomadic 
device is a formidable tool for 
emancipation and mediation. It 
encourages oral expression and 
listening, particularly among the 
younger generation, who learn 
to express themselves through 
the microphone by reading and 
recording stories. 

This project, supported by the 
ACP-EU Culture in West Africa 
programme, is original in that it 
provides spaces for dialogue and 
expression for the populations, 
while stimulating a part of their 
contemporary cultural imagination.  

It is important to note that this 
initiative attempts to create links 
where they may be lacking. “The 
Radiobox provides access to 
information, education and culture 
to marginalised populations 
wherever it may be needed,” 
as noted by the sound creation 
collective Making Waves.  

The first two seasons of Afrique en 
Conte were broadcast on RFI in 
July 2021 and 2022. Now the tales 
are also available to listen to on all 
podcast platforms.

https://www.rfi.fr/fr/podcasts/l-afrique-en-conte/

