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| The Challenge  
 

The health crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic may profoundly affect the cultural 
sector at regional, national and local levels over the long term. The mobility restrictions 
or containment measures taken by many countries to stem the pandemic drastically curb 
access to culture and weaken the cultural ecosystem as a whole. The closure of heritage sites 
and related cultural infrastructure, the cancellation or postponement of events, and the 
interruption of cultural production will have significant economic and social repercussions 
for the cultural and creative industries. 

 

The impact of the crisis will further weaken the professional, social and economic 
conditions of artists and cultural professionals across all cultural domains. Individual 
entrepreneurs and small and medium-sized enterprises who often do not have the economic 
base necessary to respond to a crisis situation of this magnitude will be particularly 
vulnerable. 

 

In many parts of the world, the unequal access to technology exacerbates the dynamics 
of exclusion of certain categories of populations, notably women. Thus, this period of crisis 
carries the risk of deepening inequalities in access to culture and the diversity of cultural 
expressions in the world. The crisis is also likely to reduce cultural diversity and exacerbate 
the trend towards the concentration and standardisation within the cultural sector. 
 

| The Opportunities 

 

Many countries have already taken specific measures to support the cultural sector - in 
addition to the overall measures to support the economy - through provisions for emergency 

financial assistance to creators and cultural organizations, training to adapt practices in 
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response to the health crisis, or direct assistance for creative production. Simultaneously, 

some countries are already considering the measures to be taken at the end of the 
confinement period in order to encourage cultural production and consumption, and to 
progressively support the sector to reopen public places in order to revive national cultural 
activity and tourism. 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic reminds us that culture, as an essential common good, is a 
vector of resilience and human development - social and economic - and must be 
integrated into the framework of the national policies adopted in order to overcome this 
unprecedented crisis. In most countries the health crisis is still in its early stages. 
 
It is essential to document in real time the efforts being made by countries in order to 

better support our Member States as the global health crisis unfolds. The information 
collected must make it possible to better identify needs and to clarify public policy responses 
in the short, medium and long terms. 
 
The unprecedented nature and magnitude of this crisis compels us to reinvest, more than 
ever, in international cooperation and intergovernmental dialogue, in order to unite our 
efforts and build a shared reflection. Beyond the emergency response, the ministries of 
culture are called upon to anticipate the repercussions of the crisis on the cultural sector as a 
whole, in the medium and long term. To support this joint effort, UNESCO has undertaken a 
large-scale information gathering and analysis exercise with its Member States, in order to 
assess the impact of the health crisis in the cultural sector and to support the development 

of support measures for governments. 
 
As an extension of the Forum of Ministers of Culture organized by UNESCO on November 
19, 2019, the Organization invites the Ministers of Culture to share, through a dialogue 
online, their remarks on the impact of the health crisis on the cultural sector, as well as 
on the responses being initiated within their respective policies frameworks. 
 
 

| Debate Objectives 
 
1. Establish a platform for regular dialogue with the Ministers of Culture, under the 

leadership of UNESCO, to initiate a shared reflection on the impact of the health crisis 
on the cultural sector on a global scale, as an extension of the ministerial dialogue 
launched at the Forum of Ministers of Culture convened by UNESCO on November 
19. 

 
2. Identify the economic and social challenges of the health crisis on the cultural 

sector as a whole, and mobilize the commitment of the public authorities and the 
international community to support the cultural sector. 
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3. Encourage the exchange of experiences between the countries first affected and 

the countries where the crisis is still developing, with a view to guiding prevention 
measures, as well as anticipate or mitigate the impact of the crisis, through a 
preliminary assessment of the impact of COVID-19 on culture and the cultural sector 
at the national level. 

 
4. Discuss forecasting measures and steps with a view to formulating 

recommendations intended to mitigate the impact of the health crisis on the cultural 
sector in the short, medium and long term. 

 

| Format 
 
The debate will be open and structured by a Guidance Note sent to the ministers who have 
confirmed their participation that introduces 2 or 3 thematic questions on which the 
Ministers will be invited to speak. A Technical Note will also be sent to facilitate the dialogue. 
 
 

| Contact & Info 

Culture.Forum@unesco.org  

en.unesco.org/covid19/cultureresponse  


