
A new programme in support to cultural 
industries in ACP countries



Historical overview of ACP-EU Culture (2008-2017)

✓ACP CULTURES Programme (2008-2011)

✓ACP FILMS Programme (2008-2011)

✓ACP CULTURES+ Programme (2012-2017)



Programme’s founding principles

✓Concrete application of the Brussels Declaration (2017)

✓Continuity of action, but new answers

✓Focus on the strengthening of the cultural value chain, the viability of cultural 
jobs, the technological and financial innovation

✓Actions funded on a longer period (48 months)

✓Decentralised management of the grants and regional approach (6 ACP 
regions)

✓Stronger collaborations and synergies with existing institutions and support 
mechanisms



Objectives of ACP-EU CULTURE programme

To support the contribution of the cultural industries towards the socio-economic development 

of the ACP countries

✓Encourage professionnalisation, entrepreneurship, cultural  and technological innovation, as well as 
the participation of the youth

✓Create and produce quality cultural good and services, at a competitive price and in increased 
numbers, including through digitisation

✓ Improve the circulation, the dissemination and the promotion of ACP cultural goods and services 
and their access to national, regional and international markets

✓Facilitate the access to finances for ACP artists and cultural operators via innovative mechanisms, 
et multiplying partnerships with financial organisations

Capitalize on the outcomes of ACP Film, Cultures, Cultures+ programmes (2008-2017)



The programme in figures

✓72 months implementation (2019 – 2024)

✓40 M € global budget

✓36 M € grants (calls for projects)

➢ 10 M € support to audiovisual coproductions

➢ 26 M € Support to culture and creation sectors

✓Min. 160 projects supported over the duration of the programme



Cultural sectors covered by the programme

The programme adresses all cultural and creative sectors. 

✓Audiovisual (including film, television, radio, videogames and multimedia)

✓Performing arts (music, dance, theatre…)

✓Visual arts (painting, sculpture, graphic arts…)

✓Architecture

✓Design, fashion, crafts and applied arts

✓Tangible and intangible cultural heritage, including museums, libraries and 
archives

✓Literature, publishing

✓Festivals, …



Actions and resources for culture and creativity in 
ACP countries

✓3 Calls for proposals

✓An innovative digital platform supporting creativity and 
entrepreneurship in ACP countries and the world 

✓A team of professionals from the culture sector in charge of the 
coordination of the programme and its actions

✓A strategy and tools for communication and visibility



Call for proposals 1 « Support to ACP audiovisual
coproduction » - Objectives

To promote the economic and social development of the 
ACP countries through the emergence of the audiovisual 
sector, which is a driver of democratisation and human 
development.



Call for proposals 1 « Support to ACP audiovisual
coproduction » - Objectives

✓Improving the conditions for the creation and production of audio-visual works 
in ACP countries, by increasing funding for co-production and opening it up to 
co-production from those countries.

✓Better preparation of ACP stakeholders in the audiovisual sector, in particular 
via capacity building and monitoring of funded projects.

✓Allowing such works an increased access to and circulation in national, 
regional and international markets through co-production with Europe.

✓Increased access to financing mechanisms for productions from ACP 
countries.



Call for proposals 1 « Support to ACP audiovisual
coproduction » - Data & Criteria

✓Published 17/4/19, deadline 24/6/19

✓Total envelope 6.000.000 EUR (Intra-ACP budget line from EU)

✓The funding from the programme tops up the funding provided by existing
European, ACP or other partner countries’ coproduction funds, specialized in 
supporting audiovisual sector

✓Applicants: organizations whose main activity is the support to coproduction 
in audiovisual and cinema sectors

✓At least 80% of EU grant directed to financial support to third parties (20% for 
accompanying activities, strengthening of capacities and follow-up/evaluation)



« Support to ACP audiovisual coproduction » -
Examples of eligible activities

✓Support for the project development phases

✓Analysis of the scenario, drafting of reading notes, script editing 

✓Assistance in finding financial partners and co-producers on international markets 

✓Support for the sale, dissemination and distribution of works by creating an 
environment conducive to the circulation of works 

✓Legal assistance in formulating and following up negotiations with partners and 
drafting contracts 

✓Networking, in particular by organising events or supporting participation in 
markets and festivals 

✓Assistance in the finalisation of partnerships with technical industries and post-
production companies



Call for proposals 2 « Support to culture and 
creation sectors in ACP countries » - Objectives

To promote social and economic development of ACP countries, through the 
dynamization of the whole cultural sector.

✓Increase economic revenue of the creative sector

✓Generate jobs linked to the cultural sectors

✓Increase access to culture and contribute to a better recognition and 
acknowledgement of artists and cultural goods and services on national, 
regional and international markets



« Support to culture and creation sectors in ACP 
countries » - 3 main axes

✓The increase in creation and production of cultural goods and services, in 
both quality and quantity

✓The increase in distribution/dissemination of cultural goods and services 
through an enhanced access to national, regional and international markets 
and image education for young audiences

✓A better access to funding for companies and businesses through innovative 
mechanisms, enabling cofinancing and aiming at reducing the dependence of 
ACP cultural operators from international funding

Digitisation will be integrated in the global value chain



« Support to culture and creation sectors in ACP 
countries » - Data & Criteria

✓Publication 11/2019

✓Total envelope 26.000.000 € (Intra-ACP budget line from EU)

✓Main activity: financial support to third parties (sub-granting) 

✓At least 70% of EU grant directed towards financial support to third
parties (30% - accompanying activities, strengthening of capacities
and follow-up/evaluation)

✓Regional approach (6 ACP regions)



« Support to culture and creation sectors in ACP 
countries » - examples of eligible activities

The increase in creation and production of cultural goods and services, 
in both quality and quantity

✓Support to cinema and audiovisual, performing arts, visual arts, crafts, 
fashion and design, literature, multimedia, festivals…

✓Support to the valorisation and promotion of tangible and intangible cultural 
heritage, including museums and collections, librairies and archives

✓Development of professional capacities and skills

✓Support to the knowledge transfer



« Support to culture and creation sectors in ACP 
countries » - examples of eligible activities

The increase in distribution/dissemination of cultural goods and services 
through an enhanced access to national, regional and international 
markets

✓Development of on-line distribution

✓Applications for the dissemination on all digital supports

✓Education to culture and image for youth in the school system



« Support to culture and creation sectors in ACP 
countries » - examples of eligible activities

A better access to funding

✓Support and capacity building of creators/artists in the creation of cultural 
businesses and in their access to funding

✓Development of partnerships with innovative financial organisations



Call for proposals 3 « Support to ACP 
audiovisual coproduction »

✓Follow-up of call for proposal 1

✓Publication 2020

✓Total envelope 4.000.000 € (Intra-ACP budget line from EU)

✓Main activity: complement the funding provided by existing European, ACP or 
other partner countries’ coproduction funds, specialized in supporting
audiovisual sector



ACP-EU CULTURE grants – Main principles

Strong socio-economic dimension

Sub-granting principle

Complementarity of funding with existing mechanisms

Regional approach (6 ACP regions)

Several calls for proposals available for cultural 
operators during the period 2019-2024



SUB_GRANTING to third parties beneficiaries

by intermediate organisations

Call for proposals

Selection of intermediate organisations on a regional basis

West Africa
Central 

Africa
East Africa

South 

Africa
Caribbean Pacific

ACP-EU CULTURE grants – Sub-granting principle



Actions and resources for culture and creativity in 
ACP countries

✓3 Calls for proposals

✓An innovative digital platform supporting creativity and 
entrepreneurship in ACP countries and the world 

✓A team of professionals from the culture sector in charge of the 
coordination of the programme and its actions

✓A strategy and tools for communication and visibility



An innovative digital 
platform:

www.culturexchange.eu

✓Support connections and networking amongst cultural 
operators

✓Create a contacts database

✓Create and strengthen partnerships, including with other
cultural platforms

✓A Forum to exchange information, projects, professional
opportunities

✓Access to useful documents and resources (calls for 
projects, on-line trainings and tutorials, publications…)

✓Alerts/mailing to members

http://www.culturexchange.eu/


Actions and resources for culture and creativity in 
ACP countries

✓3 Calls for proposals

✓An innovative digital platform supporting creativity and 
entrepreneurship in ACP countries and the world 

✓A team of professionals from the culture sector in charge of the 
coordination of the programme and its actions

✓A strategy and tools for communication and visibility



Two institutions supported by 
a Technical Assistance Unit

Secretariat of ACP Group of Countries: programme’s
implementation and coordination

EU/DEVCO: financial support, follow-up and supervision

Technical Assistance Unit: support and expertise for the 
coordination and implementation of the programme’s
activities and communication



Actions and resources for culture and creativity in 
ACP countries

✓3 Calls for proposals

✓An innovative digital platform supporting creativity and 
entrepreneurship in ACP countries and the world 

✓A team of professionals from the culture sector in charge of the 
coordination of the programme and its actions

✓A strategy and tools for communication and visibility



A new logo for the 
programme

✓A celebration of life and culture through the 
cooperation between peoples

✓3 linked shoots like the 3 ACP continents

✓Dancers’ figures, an archetypal form of creation

✓3 branches of a tree, roots of a long-term
collaboration which will be increased, enriched
and flourish across the programme’s outcomes

✓The orange colors for the warmth of peoples and 
cultures, the green for nature, the blue for the 
oceans that connect continents



New 
communication 
and visibility
material



WWW.ACP-UE-CULTURE.EU



Thank you for your
attention!


